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Ignite Innovate Incubate CQHeer:

BIRAC Innovators Meet 2015
Invigorating the Biotech Innovation Ecosystem

BIRAC organized its 4th Innovators MeetHritage Village, ManesaGurgaonpn 15"-16"
September 2013.he theme of the meet whssigorating the Biotech Innovation Ecosystem
and it wasattended by ove250 delegates froifBovernmentacademiaindustry, startups and
budding entrepreneurs

The inaugural session started witie welcome address/ Dr. RenuSwarup, Senior Adviser,

DBT and MD, BIRAC Her talkset the context of the meet and outlined the role of BIRAC in
creating and catalysing the biotech innovation ecosystem across the nation and highlighted the
nurturing environment that BIRAC provides.

Dr. Renu Swarup, Senior Adviser, DBT and MD, BIRAC

Prof. K VijayRaghavan Secretary DBT & Chairman BIRAQavethe Inaugural Address
highlighting the broad contours of an innovation ecosystem and the evolutithre dhdian

biotech ecosystem in the counthat is increasingly becomingbrant as new statips are

taking shapeFurther, he highlighted several other changes that are taking shape such as
establ i shment indnfliafar mavknedtectp stactg® to design and develop
prototypesas wellas shared workspaces. He pointed out that new culture of doing innovations
need to be established and the gap between startups, industry and academia need to be bridged
through a partnership modéle emphasized innovations should aim at solving societal
problems that arboth national and global in nature.

1



s e i
Ignite /!59«55 ¢ INN Q%EORS

Prof. K. VijayRaghavan, Secretary DBT & Chairman BIRAC

The Keynote Lecture was given byrDM.K. Bhan, Former Secretary, DBT & Former
Chairman BIRAC. Dr. Bhanspokeabout the maturing of the glodaibtechnology domain as

it connects to other innovation domairtde emphasised that the Indian biotechnology
ecosystem has now grown beyond the nascent stage and its amplification would need inspired
strategy that takes into account the needs foistakeholders especially those of young
entrepeneurs and innovators.

The inauguralsession was followed by announcement of the prestidddBa\C Innovator
Awards The award were presentedo 4 innovative companiger exemplary innovation in
the field ofBiotechnology

1 BIRAC Innovator Award inAgriculture was awarded tdMother Dairy Fruit &
Vegetable Pvt. Ltd., Noida in recognition of their significant contribution to
innovative researciTowards thedevelopment of genetically engineered Brassica
junceafor heterosis breeding and yield improvement
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Government of India

4 %
Department of Biotechnology @

M BIRAC Innovator Award in Healthcare was avarded toNovalLead Pharma Puvt.

Ltd., Pune in recognition of their significant contribution to innovative research

Towards development of a generic cardiac driigGa |l nobax o6 f or
of Diabetic foot ulcers

potent



O&)
birac

Ignite Innovate Incubate

1 BIRAC Innovator Award inHealthcare was awarded to Shantani Proteome
Analytics Pvt. Ltd., Pune in recognition of their signeént contribution to innovative
researchtowards development of tachnology platform that captures and identifies
specific protein targets of the bioactive compounds incglilnlar location and thus,
contributes to drug discovery efforts

-
1 BIRAC Innovator Award inndustrial Biotechnology was avarded to/aruna Biocell
Pvt. Ltd. Varanasj in recognition of their significant contribution to innovative
researchiowards Indigenous production of dextranase using Solid State Fermentation
(SSF) technique
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In addition tolnnovator Awardsthe Grand Challenges IndiaGrantsi for the All Children
Thriving Call, which is a collaborative initiativef DBT, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundatioand
BIRAC 1 wereofficially announced and the recipients were

l

Society for Applied Studies, New Delhior the jproject-entitledi | mp r tnedr n g

growth of children in low income settings through household supported integrated
nutritional, environmental WASH and care interventions in pregnancy and early
childhood a randomized controlled trial t
SRM Institute for Medical Science, Chennaiin collaboration withFlinders

University of South Australia and South Australian Health andMedical Research

Institute for the jproject centitledii A n i ntergenerati onal pr e
establishment of a healthy colonicomi 0 bi ome i n i nfantso

Centre for Plant Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, Coimbatore In
collaboration withHome Science Colleg and Research Institute, Madurai and

University of California Davis, California, USA for the projectentitteé En hanci ng
nutritional security of pregnant women, infants and young children in rural households

of Tamil Nadu, Il ndia through agricultural
Translational Health Science and Technology Institute, Faridabador the jproject

entitted@ The humbl e ab s olswmeasurcefunucosalgnfiammationo u n t
and as a predictor of I|inear growth in 1In
National Institute of Biomedical Genanics, Kalyani, West Bengalin collaboration

with Regional Centre for Biotechnology, Faridabad and Translational Health

Science and Technology Institute, Faridabadfor the project entitledi St r e s s
outcomes on pregnancy, fetal growth and birth weight Development of methods to
identify mothers at risk of preterm birth and intrauterine growth restriction resulting
from maternal stresso

Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences,Wardha, Maharashtra in
collaboration withKings College, London and Mamtélealth Institute for Mother

and Childfor the projectentitieé L ooest salivary progesterone testing for detecting

theriskofpre er m births in rural community sett
Translational Health Science and Technology Institute, Faridabador the jprojet

entited A Cr eati on of a Biorepository and I ma
Evidence Generation to Facilitate Childre



G o

birac ¢ INNOVATORS

Ignite Innovate Incubate }//(/7‘

The awards distribution was followed hynveiling of BIRAC publicationsi BIRAC
Innovatos Compendium 2015, BIRAC Resource Facilities repamtd15 BIG report by Prof.
K. VijayRaghavanProf. G Padmanaban, Dr. M.KBhan and Dr. Renu Swarup.

Post that, e BIRAC Innovator Awardees madmesentation about therutting edge
innovationsandpresented their resuléd journeyo inspire the audience through their success
stories.

The first panel discussion entiti@dBu i | di ng and InSBavaidniEcogystei ot e c h
Bri c k b yasBdandmédérated bypr. Renu SwarupDr. Swarup emphasised on the

role of innovation ecosystem faustenancef ideas and importance of lhholding and
mentoring for growth of these ideas to a final produthe forces and factors involved in

building andnurturingan ecosystem were discussed. The panel membersProf. Anil K.

Gupta, IIM AhmedabadMr. David Gill, MD, St. Johbs | nnovation  ;@entr e,
C.B. Sanjeevi, Professor, DepartmentMédicine, Karolinska InstitutetMs. Deepanwita
Chattopadhayay, Chairman & CEO, IKP Knowledge Pamnki Mr. Sharad Sharn@o-founder

and Governing Council MemhdSPIRT Foundation

Prof. Anil Guptadbds opening talk focudngd on t
further boost of the emerging innovation ecosystems across several geographies iHend
highlightedthatthe emerging ecosystems in India should aim in partnering with other global
ecosystems and we should aim in empowering the innovators who lie at the core of any
innovdion driven hubDr. DavidGild s t al k gave an in depth view


https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?title=Co-founder+and+Governing+Council+Member&trk=prof-exp-title
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?title=Co-founder+and+Governing+Council+Member&trk=prof-exp-title

