

	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	[image: ]




 Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), 
French Embassy in India, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development, Government of France 
and 
Indo-French Centre for the Promotion of Advanced Research (CEFIPRA) 

Announce the Second Call for proposals under the
Indo-French Challenge-oriented Programme2015

This challenge-oriented program will be implemented by the Indo French Centre for Promotion of Advanced Research (CEFIPRA), with joint funding from Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), Government of India and the Science and Technology Department (SST) of the French Embassy in India, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development, Government of France. In this collaboration, BIRAC will support Indian partners, and the SST will support French partners. 

CEFIPRA is an autonomous body for bilateral cooperation in Science and Technology between France and India, aiming to promote collaborative research between both the two countries in cutting edge science and technology fields. 

BIRAC is a not-for-profit Section 8, Schedule B, Public Sector Enterprise, set up by Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government of India for innovative research for creation of affordable products addressing the needs of the largest section of society
This call for proposals aims to: 
· Support high-quality bilateral research projects that combine innovative approaches towards new concepts and technological breakthroughs;
· Encourage and enable Indo-French collaboration between public and private research groups, industry, clinicians and end-users. 

The funded projects are expected to lead to innovative technology developments for human health and knowledge transfer towards either clinical or industrial applications.


Proposal Submission deadline: 15th July 2016
	Types of projects









	The proposals must be innovative and market-driven towards the development or substantial improvement of new products, devices, drugs, processes, etc. for human health. 

The proposals must involve at least two French partners (one academia and one industry) and two Indian partners (one academia and one industry), and should clearly show the added value of the bilateral collaboration. The proposals must be written jointly by Indian and French partners.




	

Eligibility Criteria 



































Thrust Areas

	

· Project shall have at least one Company and one Public Research Organization from India and France each as Joint Applicants (“2+2 model”) and can have Co-Applicants and Collaborators from Academia, Research Institution, National Laboratory, Clinical Establishment, For Profit Company, Not-for-Profit Organization, Society, LLP, Trust or Foundation.
· On the Indian side, a registered start-up Company could participate. A start-up Company is defined as one which is incorporated in the last three years from the date of ‘Joint Call for Proposals’
· An Indian Company is defined as one which is registered under the lndian Companies Act 1956 and in which more than 51 % of the ownership is held by lndian Citizens (not OCI or PIO).
· French Company is defined as one which is registered with the Register of Commerce and Companies, France.
· The applicants shall define a Coordinator or Principal Applicant on both the Indian side and the French side. Correspondences about the application/Project will be with the Principal Applicant from India/France respectively.
· A Collaborator is defined as an individual who will supply technical advice, reagents, samples or data for the project, but who would not normally be involved in the day-to-day execution of the project (unlike applicants and co-applicants). Collaborator involvement should be governed by appropriate legal agreements.
· All the Co-Applicants shall be entities established under the relevant Law of the Land.
· Applicants and the Co-applicants shall enter into a Joint Research Agreement before disbursement of funds. It should include a clear determination of Intellectual Property management Plan such as sharing of the rights, interests, protection and maintenance cost and royalties as well as other liabilities among themselves. 

This second call for proposals focuses on biotechnology up to pre-commercialization stage. The specific topics of this call are:
 
· Molecular diagnostic for prediction of Alzheimer’s and other dementia;

· New assisting technologies for mobility of physically challenged (incl. prosthesis and robotics applications)

· Biomaterials and cell engineering for health applications. 



	
	

	Duration & Allowable Costs 
	The duration of the solution-driven proposals should be from 18 to 24 months maximum.
The expected budget is about 200 000 € / 1.7 Crores Rs to fund up to 2 projects.
Indicative cost limits are up to Rs. 40.00 lakhs (INR) for the Indian component of the project costs and €50 000 (approx. 42 lakhs conversion as per prevailing rate) for the French component of the project cost. 
For French partners full support will be given to the Academia & 50% support to the Industry Partners (industry have to bring other 50%), with indicative cost limit up to € 50000.
For Indian partner full support as grant in aid will be given to both Indian Industry and India academia with indicative cost limit up to 40 lakhs.

The support will be for:

· Recurring costs (such as expenditure towards raw materials, consumables, hardware/ software tools etc.) incurred directly as a result of proposed research activity.

· Networking and Mobility: Travels (both International & domestic) for researchers and students.

· For Indian partners following component will also be supported

1. Equipment cost of up to 15% of the Project Cost.
2. Personnel costs (specialists employed, part time/ Full time/ contract basis, exclusively for specialized activities)

· For French partner: Fellowships for PhD/Post-Doc students (for 2 to 6 months) could be also supported.


	
	

	Timeline









	The call will be on a one-step basis. 
The applicant will submit their complete proposal application by 
15th Jan 2016, at midnight (India time). 

Successful applicant should be announced on Feb/March 2016.

Timeline:

- Launch of the call:                             15th October 2015
- Submission deadline                         15th July 2016


	Evaluation
	A Joint Committee comprising representative from BIRAC, the SST/French Embassy & CEFIPRA will decide on the composition of the review committee of external experts to evaluate the proposals.
 
The evaluation criteria for Proposal is as follows:

i. Innovative Content

· Innovative content in the project or the project’s potential to lead to products/solutions with commercialization perspectives, patents, design registration etc.
· Probability that development of innovative product / process will lead to increased competitiveness 

ii. Scientific and Technological Excellence
iii. Societal, technological and economic  impacts of the project;

iv. Added value of the Indo-French collaboration;

v. Strength and expertise of the Project team (qualifications, experiences, know-how, etc.);

vi. Clarity and ambition of the objectives and feasibility/quality  of the work plan;

vii. Financials:
· Company’s Financial Position and its ability to mobilize funds (other than Collaborative Support share) for the project
· Estimation of budget details and their reasonableness

viii. Commercialization Plan: 

Demand of the product/process being developed at the probable time of its introduction into market

	
	

	Follow-up
	The funded projects must submit a mid-term written report of their progress at the end of the first year and a final report of their results up to three months after the end of the project.

	
	

	Application procedure
	Proposals must be submitted electronically to targetedprogramme@cefipra.org. Postal applications will not be accepted. 
Please ensure that you submit a complete application. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The deadline for submission of proposal application by 15th july   2016. It is strongly encouraged to apply early rather than towards the end of the deadline. Applications submitted after the deadline will not be considered.
Information on confirmation of submission of full proposals will be communicated directly to the applicants.

	
	

	Contacts
	For any further queries, kindly contact : The Director of CEFIPRA, New Delhi  Tel: +91 11 2468 2251 / Email: director@cefipra.org or at BIRAC : Dr Jyoti Shukla jshukla.birac@nic.in 
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